There will be occasions in the life of a busy medical
practitioner when he feeis that his daily routine of making
sick people well is stale and he should conquer other
u empires " outside the profession. Such a feeling is not
realiy a healthy one, for what can be more exciting than
to bring the fruits of modern medicine to the aid of the
sick and suffering and to earn their gratitude. But a suc-
cessful medical practitioner is an esteemed member of
society anywhere, and the temptation to use his popularity
to become a successful politician or businessman is over-
powering to some doctors.

Medicine is an exacting profession, specially modern
medicine, and requires undivided attention and hard work
to do justice to one's vocation. Yet one finds that some
doctors at the zenith of their career become Municipal
Chairmen, M.L.A/s, Chief Ministers and Chairmen of
Companies, etc. The curious thing about some of them is
that in spite of their not having time to look into a medical
journal, they still advise and treat not only ordinary mor-
tals but V.LP.'s. I hope such doctors and their patients
know the limitation of their relationship. The least that
such doctors can do is to avoid taking the responsibility
of treating a patient.

I have had my share of extra-professional activity,
In the zenith of my professional career, I had succumbed
to the overpowering ambition of taking a hand in manu-
facturing some essential drugs such as liver extract which
we were mainly importing at that time. I brought into
being a company to carry out this work and had the plea-
sure of manufacturing a highly potent liver extract in South
India for the first time. We were soon processing nearly
three hundred-weights of raw liver, to meet the liver
extract market we had created. After 15 years in this
progressive work, I discovered that although I could manu-
facture and train first class pharmaceutical chemists and
medicine retailers, I was not equal to facing the jealousies
and pettiness that even a little success provokes in friends
and foes alike. I felt, I was happier attending to tlie sick
and suffering and resigned mv office as tlie head, of the
pharmaceutical company. I have pever regretted tjbe step.
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